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The story of the binding 8Y Isaac, the Akeidah, is based on the concept of
unconditional self-sacrifice. From one perspective, Judaism does not reject the
idea behind human sacrifice per se. The Torah unequivocally renounces human
sacrifice based upon Hashem's Tpnn nIn, the quality of mercy; His 17 nm, the
quality of strict justice, however, would indeed have dictated it. The Name of God
that appears throughout the story of the Akeidah is thus Yy, the Name that
represents the »1a N7, Only after the angel stops Abraham from harming Isaac
does the Name -1, representing the 1pnn nTn, appear in the story for the first
time. Up until then, the quality of strict justice had prevailed, according to which
Abraham had no “right”" to his son Isaac nor to derive any pleasure from his
offspring; his son, in a sense, did not “belong” to him. The order to sacrifice him,
then, was one which had to be fulfilled without any reservations. In a world of strict
justice, the only acceptable behavior is for man to sacrifice himself, as he s entitled
not even to his most elementary right, the right to his own self, and not to his own
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